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STATE FUNERAL FOR HIS EXCELLENCY THE LATE DR. NICHOLAS JOSEPH 

ORVILLE LIVERPOOL – FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

OF DOMINICA 

Roseau, Dominica – Wednesday, June 17, 2015 – The Government of Dominica has afforded His 

Excellency the late Dr. Nicholas Joseph Orville Liverpool a State Funeral on Friday, June 19, 2015. The 

Government has declared a period of mourning from Tuesday, June 2, 2015 to Friday, June 19, 2015 as a 

mark of respect for the late Dr. Nicholas Joseph Orville Liverpool, former President of the 

Commonwealth of Dominica.  

The Dominican Flag will is being flown at half-staff on all public buildings in the State during the period 

of mourning – Tuesday, June 2, 2015 to Friday, June 19, 2015.  

Dr. Nicholas Joseph Orville Liverpool, D.A.H. served as President of the Commonwealth of Dominica 

from October 2, 2003 to September 17, 2012 after a long and distinguished career as a law lecturer, 

judge and diplomat. The former Head of State was born in the southern village of Grand Bay on 

September 9, 1934.  

In 1945, former President Liverpool came first in the island examinations and won the Open Scholarship 

to attend the Dominica Grammar School, where he obtained the Cambridge Senior School Certificate in 

1950. He continued his education at Hull University from 1957 to 1960 where he obtained LL.B. (Hons.). 

He was awarded a Commonwealth Scholarship to read for a Doctorate degree from the Sheffield 

University from 1962 to 1965. His doctoral thesis was on “The Law of Succession in the West Indies”.  

Dr. Liverpool then migrated to Ghana in West Africa where he lectured for two years, after which he 

journeyed to Canada on a Research Fellowship to trace and publish “The History and Development of 

the Civil Code of St. Lucia” at McGill University in Montreal.  

He returned to Dominica in 1968 and joined the law firm of Mr. K. H. C. Alleyne Q.C., but after two years 

he was persuaded by a friend who was then the Minister of Education in the Bahamas to open a Law 

School in that country.  1970 was an eventful year for Dr. Liverpool for in that year he also married Miss 

Verna Williams, and attended the first formal meeting of Caribbean Judges and Lawyers convened by 

the Organisation of Commonwealth Caribbean Bar Associations (OCCBA) in Jamaica to discuss the 

establishment of a West Indian Court to replace the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. 

In 1973 Dr. Liverpool acted as a High Court judge in Antigua and Montserrat, but the lure of academia 

took him, early in 1974 to the Faculty of Law at Cave Hill where he worked from 1974 to 1992.  During 

that period he served as a member of the Council of Legal Education, Head of the Teaching Department, 

Deputy Dean and Dean of the Faculty of Law.   

In 1979 a disastrous fire destroyed the building which housed the High Court and the Registry in Roseau, 

this was followed by the devastation of the island by Hurricane David.  At a time when many 



2 
 

professionals were leaving the country, Dr. Liverpool took no-pay leave from the University for one year 

to return to Dominica to help his island. 

Dr. Liverpool assisted in revising the laws of St. Vincent, Antigua and Barbados; and he was solely 

responsible for the revision of the subsidiary laws of Belize, Grenada and Guyana. He served as a part-

time Court of Appeal judge in Grenada, Belize and the Bahamas; and was a full-time judge of the Court 

of Appeal of the OECS from 1992 to 1995. 

In 1998 he was appointed Ambassador of the Commonwealth of Dominica to the United States of 

America, serving in that position until 2001. Dr. Liverpool was awarded this country’s highest Honour, 

the Dominica Award of Honour (D.A.H.) in 2003. He was Chairman of the Police Service Commission 

from 2001 to 2003 and Chairman of the National Telecommunications Regulatory Commission from 

2002 to 2003. In 2008 he was bestowed the Order of the Caribbean Community (O.C.C.) by the Heads of 

Government of the Caribbean Community. He is survived by his wife Verna and five children.  

The body of His Excellency the late Dr. Nicholas Joseph Orville Liverpool will lay in state at the State 

House Conference Centre on Thursday, June 18, 2015 from 8:30am to 1:30pm. Official viewing will 

commence at 8:30am while the general public will view from 10:30am.  

His Excellency the President and Mrs Savarin, Prime Minister the Honourable Roosevelt Skerrit and Mrs. 

Skerrit and other members of Cabinet, Honourable Alix Boyd-Knights, Speaker and other members of 

parliament, members of the Diplomatic Corps, the Dominica Bar and other Government Officials will 

attend the State Funeral for His Excellency the late Dr. Nicholas Joseph Orville Liverpool.  

The State Funeral will commence at 3:00pm at the Grand Bay Roman Catholic Church on Friday, June 19, 

2015. The late Dr. Nicholas Joseph Orville Liverpool will be laid to rest at the Grand Bay Roman Catholic 

Cemetery. All official mourners are requested to be in their seats no later than 2:45pm.  

For more information, questions, queries or comments: 

Daryl V Titre  

Press Attaché 

Office of the Prime Minister  

Financial Centre  

Roseau, Dominica  

titred@dominica.gov.dm 

pressadom@gmail.com  

www.opm.gov.dm  

www.facebook.com/PressAttacheDOM 

http://twitter.com/PressAttacheDOM 

http://instagram.com/press_attache 
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Tel: 1 (767) 266 4279 

Mobile: 1 (767) 315 3349 

Ref: GOVPR246/ 2015-06-17 


